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Aesthetic exploration with recycled materials - In light of materiality
The topic of my project moves in the intersection between several areas of knowledge (kunnskapsområder), where Art, culture and creativity and Nature, environment and health are the most prominent. It is the area of knowledge (kunnskapsområde), Art, culture and creativity that is most emphasized in my research questions, while recycled materials and materiality could contribute in several areas of knowledge. The purpose of my project is to look at the relationship between kindergarten children and materials, and investigate the significance of materiality in their aesthetic exploration. I lean on researchers / thinkers within feminist poststructuralist and post-humanistic perspectives, focusing on materiality theories. This project moves within discourses of materiality (neomaterialisme) that highlight the material conditions of the human world and where theory and methods are closely intertwined.

How can recycling materials contribute in kindergarten children aesthetic exploration?
When we work with materials, our body experiences the world through practical and aesthetic actions. I understand the term aesthetic exploration as the various aesthetic experiences kindergarten children have when they explore with recycled materials and the different material qualities they represent. Recycling materials will, with its loss of function, its diversity and complexity, different sizes, shapes, colours and textures, offer exploration and learning. 
The following research questions are related to the main research question:
1. How can recycling materials contribute to kindergarten children’s own learning and education processes?

2. How can the staff use recycled materials to create inspiring rooms for exploration and experimentation in kindergarten?

I will use documentation methods, such as photo / text, film footage and field notes, to highlight children's aesthetic exploration and experiences with materials. The stories from practice will form the basis for reflections. I have chosen discourse analysis and deconstruction as analysing strategies, and I will use these tools on field notes, documentation (photo / text / film), and conversations I have had with the staff. 
