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Title of the project: Cross-border dialogues in a kindergartens context: constructions of the term “learning” in northern Norway and northern Russia.

Summary:
The purpose of the project is threefold. The one purpose is to contribute to a better understanding of the concept “learning” used in a kindergarten context. The second purpose is to contribute to a better understanding of the internationalization of pre-school teacher education in Norway. The third purpose is to contribute to a better understanding of involvement of students in R & D work.

Internationalization is one of the requirements that the pre-school teacher education in Norway has to follow up. No matter what kind of internationalization one chooses, it should be rooted in study offers instead of the institutions. This is said by the Norwegian government in Meld.St.16 (p.63). I would like to find out more about what kind of dialogues about children's learning in kindergartens can take place between the pre-school teacher educations in northern Norway and northern Russia

The theme of children's learning in kindergartens has been chosen as one of the central and common topics in the educations. How pedagogical fields are constructed, with which theoretical contributions and what content educational concepts have, vary from country to country. This is due not only to translation problems, but to a recognition of the fact that it is not all that can be translated into another language. This is due to differences in conceptual structures between different (national) educational, theoretical and research traditions (Biesta, 2013, p.2-3). Understanding the conceptual structures associated with the term “learning” in different countries is the second goal of the project.

The data material of the project consists of textbooks used in pre-school teacher training programs in Northern Norway and Northern Russia, and the students' texts and statements about learning in kindergartens in their respective countries. The students are meant to be both passive informants, but also active co-constructors of knowledge of the research questions.

Keywords: pre-school teacher education, kindergarten teacher education, internationalization, understanding of sociocultural learning, textbooks, student involvement in R & D work.

